AGM PROPOSAL FOR CONTEST RULES: 

GRADE IV PIOBAIREACHD REQUIREMENTS TERMINOLOGY

Proposed by Andrew Lenz Jr.

Contest Rules

Part II. Rules and Recommendations for Solo Piping Competitions

Under "Number of tunes to be submitted" for the Piobaireachd "Competition event" for Grade IV:

Currently:

Submit one piobaireachd (submit ground and next numbered section)

Proposed change:

Submit one piobaireachd (submit ground and immediately subsequent ground variant)

History:

This rule was changed a few years back from "submit ground and 1st variation" due to confusion where the 1st variation of a tune was after a doubling of the ground, plus it's likely that some piobaireachds do not have a 1st variation at all.

The original proposal was tabled and referred to the Music Board. The suggested wording changed and at the following AGM the rule was changed to "submit ground and next numbered section".

Comparison:

The PPBSO rules state:

"C-10.4 Novice Amateur Piobaireachd (Grade 4/5 Light Music equivalent). Competitors shall submit one (1) piobaireachd and play only the ground and the next two passages. [1999, 2002 AGM]"

The British Columbia Pipers' Association rules state:

"Grade 4 Piobaireachd (ground and next variation)"

(The EUSPBA has Grade IV "ground only" or "full piobaireachd"  competitions and is not a good comparison.)

Rational:

Not all piobaireachd scores have the sections numbered. Though not commonly used for piobaireachd, the Scots Guards settings book is an easily found example. Also the section title "doubling" has no number in it, whereas as "1st variation" has a number in the title but may be the third section. Beginners are easily confused by terminology and many instructors have not competed themselves for years, so we should try to be as clear as possible.

