Proposed changes to the WUSPBA Contest Rules as amended November 22, 2008.

Submitted by David Mackenzie, October 5, 2009

1) Make “first to enter, last to play” a rule, rather than a suggestion.

Current language (page 2):

6. Order of Play:  Solo piping and drumming competitors will play in the order determined by the game sponsor. In general, the first to enter is the last to play. The games sponsor has the right to adjust any pre-assigned times in order to eliminate large gaps in the contest due to scratches or disqualification.  It is the responsibility of solo piping, drumming and drum major competitors to arrive on time, to check in with the appropriate Games Official, and to check periodically on the timeliness of his or her contest. The Games sponsor should make every effort to notify individuals of changes in the times of competitions, and any changes should be posted in a central location as they occur. 

Proposed changes (in Courier type)
6. Order of Play: Solo piping and drumming competitors will play in order according to their entry:  the first to enter shall be the last to play.  This applies to entries received on time, late or field entries.  Pre-assigned times are approximate and may be adjusted at the discretion of the games organizer in order to eliminate large gaps in the contest due to scratches or disqualifications.  However the order of play shall not be altered without good reason.  It is the responsibility of solo piping, drumming and drum major competitors to arrive on time, to check in with the appropriate Games Official, and to check periodically on the timeliness of his or her contest. The Games sponsor should make every effort to notify individuals of changes in the times of competitions, and any changes should be posted in a central location as they occur.
2) In an effort to promote Ceòl Mòr, allow grade IV pipers to compete in grade III.

Current language (page 5):
Competitors may not elect to compete outside their grade.

Proposed changes (in Courier type)
Competitors may not elect to compete outside their grade with one exception:  Where a games organizer does not offer piobaireachd for grade IV, a grade IV competitor may compete in a grade III piobaireachd event according to the rules for grade III piobaireachd.
